
Agricultural Biology Department Meeting Minutes 
October 9, 2020; 12:00pm – 1:00pm 

Microsoft Teams Meeting 

Agenda Item 1:  Minutes of the September 11, 2020 meeting were approved 
 
Agenda Item 2:  Announcements and Updates  
 

a. Welcome new Academic Success Coordinator, Chris Amerman  
 

b. Undergraduate Program Committee Update  
i. Dr. Brown announced that the first committee was recently formed: Vamsi 

Nalam, Pankaj Trivedi, and Matt Camper were elected.  Franck Dayan and 
Chris Amerman are also on this committee. The committee will also have an 
undergraduate member, and since we don’t have any in the new major yet, 
Dr. Brown asked faculty to nominate any undergraduates working in their 
labs, if appropriate.  Tasks will include recruiting students and marketing the 
new major, adjusting components of the major to align with new diversity 
and inclusion requirements, systems thinking framework, and the structure 
and mechanisms for internships. 
 

c. Faculty Council Update 
i. Dr. Brown gave an update on some of the items that the Faculty Council has 

been working on, including the NTTF committee.  Non- Tenure Track Faculty 
will now be referred to as Contract Continuing Adjunct Faculty, or CCAF. 
 

d. Update on Horticultural Entomologist Search  
i. Dr. Peairs announced that 11 semi-finalist candidates were interviewed last 

week, and that finalists will be selected from that pool in the near future.  Dr. 
Peairs is very impressed with the qualifications of the candidates.   
 

e. Update on CAS Extension & Engagement Committee  
i. Dr. Peairs shared the history and responsibilities of this new committee, 

which was created to address extension contributions among the Ag Bio 
department.   
 

Agenda Item 3:  Recertification credit options  
 
Thia Walker reported on opportunities for Ag Bio faculty to provide recertification credits 
for pesticide applicators through courses via eXtension.  Presentations would be valid for 3 
years.   
 
 



Agenda Item 4:  Proposal to move Tamla Blunt to CCAF 

Dr. Charkowski shared the rationale for this proposed move, citing multiple retirements and 
increased teaching obligations.  Discussion ensued about the process for this. 

 

Agenda Item 5:  Discussion of fall semester teaching 

Dr. Charkowski proposed a meeting to share what faculty learned this fall that will help   
those teaching next spring.  It was decided to do this, and a time will be scheduled in the 
near future.  

 

Items from the Floor  

Dr. Norton reminded the faculty that the diversity symposium is coming up. 
 

 
 
Meeting adjourned at 13:09 

 


