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Academic Training  
Degree Year  Institution/Major________________________                    
PhD  1980  University of Minnesota - Plant Breeding and Genetics  
MS  1975  University of Arizona - Agronomy  
BS    1972  Univ. Of Wisconsin, River Falls - Crop Science   
 
Areas of Specialization   

Plant Breeding, Genetics of Disease Resistance, Breeding for Enhanced Nutritional and 
Health Beneficial Properties of Crops, Statistical Design of Experiments, Molecular 
Genetics. 

 
Professional Appointments 
 Head, Dept. of Soil and Crop Sciences, Colorado State University, 2015-present. 

Professor, Dept. of Soil and Crop Sciences, Colorado State University, 1993-present.  
Associate Professor, Colorado State University, 1985-1993 
Assistant Professor, Colorado State University, 1981-1985 
Assistant Professor, California State University-Fresno 1980-1981 
Graduate Research Assistant, University of Minnesota. 1977-1980. 
Research Station Manager, Cal/West Seeds  1975-1977. 
Graduate Research Assistant, University of Arizona, 1973-1975. 

 
Membership in Professional Societies 

American Society of Agronomy, since 1974. 
Crop Science Society of America, since 1974. 
Western Society of Crop Science, since 1981. 
Bean Improvement Cooperative, since 1986. 

 
Honors and awards received since 2000 
 President, Crop Science Society of America, 2013 

Fellow, Crop Science Society of America, 2011 
Meritorious Service Award, Bean Improvement Cooperative, 2009 
Award for Excellence, Project W-1150 Western Assoc. Ag. Exp. Station Directors, 2009 
Gamma Sigma Delta Faculty Award of Merit; 2005  
Fellow, American Society of Agronomy; 2003 
National Assoc. of College Teachers/Charles Shepardson Meritorious Teaching Award; 2001 
Distinguished Achievement Award; Bean Improvement Cooperative, 2001. 

 



Professional Accomplishments in Brief:  
Mark is a Professor of Crop Breeding and Genetics in the Department of Soil and Crop Sciences 
at Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO. He has been involved in research at the 
university level for 35 years. Dr. Brick is the project leader for one of five public sector dry 
edible bean breeding projects in the US. He develops improved dry edible bean varieties for 
growers and the industry throughout the western region and High Plains of the US. As the leader 
of the Colorado State University Dry Bean Breeding Project (DBBP), he is responsible for 
development of bean varieties for irrigated and non-irrigated production in the High Plains. The 
project has released 10 varieties and 12 germplasm lines since 1992. Dr. Brick is also recognized 
as an expert in health beneficial properties of grain legumes and their nutritional value. In 
collaboration with Dr. Henry Thompson published the first documentation that beans in the diet 
of mammals reduced the incidence and severity of mammary cancer in a preclinical model and 
the reduction is dose dependent. He has also provided numerous outreach presentations in his 
career to grower groups (more than 250) with many incorporating his ideas into their production 
methods.  His other professional areas of expertise are molecular marker assisted selection, 
nutritional aspects of crops, seed production, and statistical approaches to experimental design. 
He has work experience with projects in Bolivia, Colombia, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Mexico, 
Spain, and Russia during 30+ years at Colorado State University. He and his CoPIs at CSU have 
been awarded more than $4.5 million in grant support for their research on dry beans since 2007. 
He has served as major professor for 29 M.S. and 7 Ph.D. students, authored or co-authored 
more than 90 refereed publications and over 200 non-refereed bulletins, extension reports and 
papers.  
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