COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY

Request for Proposals:
Fall 2025 Sustainable Rural Futures Seed Grant Program

College of Agricultural Sciences | College of Liberal Arts | College of Veterinary
Medicine and Biomedical Sciences | Office of the Vice President for Research

Proposal Deadline: February 1, 2026, 5:00 p.m. MT

Funding Available: Up to $10,000 per project (approx. 8—10 awards anticipated)
Project Duration: April 15, 2026 — April 14, 2027

Submit via: CSU’s InfoReady Review system (see Submission Process)

PROGRAM OVERVIEW

Rural Colorado is rich with opportunity. Across the state, rural communities are leading
innovations in agriculture, energy, outdoor recreation, water stewardship, local
entrepreneurship, and more. These regions offer untapped potential for economic growth—
whether through regenerative agriculture, precision technologies, heritage tourism, or creative
small business development. With lower barriers to entry, strong social networks, and deep
connections to place, rural Colorado is poised to shape the future of the state’s economy. By
focusing our collective efforts on rural spaces now, we can support vibrant, resilient
communities that are essential to Colorado’s identity and long-term prosperity.

The Sustainable Rural Futures Seed Grant Program seeks to fund interdisciplinary,
community-engaged research projects that address pressing rural issues in Colorado.
Proposals must involve faculty from all three participating colleges and demonstrate
authentic engagement with community partners. The program is designed both to seed
innovative work and to build momentum toward external funding and long-term impact.

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES
e Encourage meaningful, cross-college faculty collaboration.
e Support engaged scholarship that addresses rural challenges.
o Seed work likely to result in external funding and sustained partnerships.
o Strengthen CSU’s reputation as a leader in rural innovation and community impact.

PATHWAYS FOR FUNDING
Applicants should clearly state which pathway they are applying under. The review panel may
suggest cross-pollination across pathways if appropriate.

Pathway 1: Groundbreaking Problem Definition


https://colostate.infoready4.com/
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e Purpose: Produce a critical, publishable study that defines and frames a key “wicked
problem” in Sustainable Rural Futures (e.g., water sustainability, rural veterinary or
human health, housing, land use, education, economic resilience).

o Expected Outputs (examples):

o A peer-reviewed journal article articulating a new framework or synthesis of
evidence.

o A conceptual high-impact working paper co-authored with community voices.

o A policy paper that frames the problem in a way that informs decision-makers.

e Community Engagement: While primarily conceptual/analytical, proposals must show
evidence of consultation with relevant rural stakeholders.

Pathway 2: Community-Engaged Pilot Project
e Purpose: Launch small-scale, action-oriented projects that directly address rural
community needs.
o Expected Outputs (examples):
o Pilot interventions (e.g., demonstration plots, curriculum co-designed with
schools, rural health pilot programs).
o Co-created data sets or participatory research findings shared with the
community.
o Workshops or community forums leading to tangible next steps.
o Community Engagement: Requires clear description of partner roles and mutual
benefit.

Pathway 3: Bridging Scholarship and Practice
o Purpose: Develop hybrid efforts that combine critical problem definition with engaged
fieldwork.
o Expected Outputs (examples):

o A scholarly article and set of applied deliverables scaled to seed funding (e.g.,
pilot datasets, short policy briefs, or community resource guides) that
demonstrate translational potential and lay the foundation for more ambitious
external proposals.

o Peer-reviewed community-facing publications jointly authored with community
partners.

o Both academic and public-facing outputs (e.g., conference papers, community
events, creative works).

o Community Engagement: Requires clear description of partner roles and mutual
benefit.

ELIGIBILITY
o All Tenure-Track, Contract and Continuing, or Extension full-time, regular, and special
appointment CSU faculty, research scientists and scholars, and center/institute directors
are eligible to submit and serve as the lead PIl/Co-PI for the team.
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o Each project must include Pls or co-Pls from all three participating colleges.

e Projects must demonstrate substantive community involvement, either through existing
partnerships or clear plans to build new ones.

o Early-career faculty are strongly encouraged to apply.

PROPOSAL GUIDELINES
Proposals (max 5 pages, single PDF, excluding biosketches/references) must include:
1. Project Title and Summary (250 words)
2. Specific Aims/Objectives
3. Background and Significance (explain relevance to Sustainable Rural Futures and
potential impact)
4. Team Composition (roles of each college participant)
Community Engagement Plan (pathway-appropriate)
6. Expected Outcomes and Dissemination (include target journals, conferences, and
funding agencies)
7. Budget and Justification (up to $10,000)
Allowable costs:
e Undergraduate, graduate, or postdoctoral support
e Research, scholarship, and creative artistry development activities (e.g., teaming
meetings, capacity building)
e Materials and supplies directly related to project activities
o Research team assembly and management (including food or space for team
meetings)
e Travel for data collection (fieldwork, archives), team development, and program
officer or external partnership meetings
e Pl/co-Pl summer salary (prudent/intentional — only part of the total request)
e Course release support (requires advance approval from department/college)
e Publication costs
Unallowable costs:
e Capital equipment
e Conference travel
e Support for external partners (except travel to participate in teaming activities)
8. Biosketches (NIH/NSF/USDA format)
9. Letters of Support from community partners (optional, encouraged)

i

EXPECTATIONS FOR AWARDEES
e Attend quarterly seed grant cohort meetings and present progress updates.
o Participate in public events (poster sessions, student-facing events, Extension
engagement, annual producer meetings).
e Collaborate with MarComm and University Advancement to share project stories.
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Provide final report (maximum 3 pages) documenting outcomes, next steps, and
external funding targets.

REVIEW CRITERIA

Alignment with Sustainable Rural Futures themes

Fit with selected pathway (clarity and feasibility)

Depth of interdisciplinarity across colleges

Authenticity and rigor of community engagement

Scholarly contribution (problem framing and/or impact)

Likelihood of external funding or long-term continuation

Preference for early-career faculty leadership or mentorship and networking of early-
career faculty with rural community leaders

Involvement of Extension faculty strongly encouraged where appropriate

SuBMISSION PROCESS
Submit proposals via CSU’s InfoReady Review system by 5:00 p.m. MT on February 1,
2026. The system will not accept applications after this time.

Accessing the CSU InfoReady Review system to submit:

1.

From the opportunities list found at https://colostate.infoready4.com/, locate the “CSU —
Fall 2025 Sustainable Rural Futures Seed Grant Program” opportunity and click on
the title to open the opportunity information page.

2. From the opportunity page, click “Apply”.
3. Use your CSU NetID and password to log into the system.
4. Complete all fields and upload all required components. You can save your application
as a draft prior to submission.
5. Be sure to “Submit” your application. Applications left as “draft” will not be reviewed.
CONTACT

Questions about this program should be directed to:

Elissa Braunstein, Associate Dean for Research and Graduate Programs, College of
Liberal Arts: elissa.braunstein@colostate.edu

Amy Charkowski, Research Associate Dean, College of Agricultural Sciences:
amy.charkowski@colostate.edu

Gregg Dean, Research Associate Dean, College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical
Sciences: gregg.dean@colostate.edu

Questions about the InfoReady Review system should be directed to:
Lynn Bruning, Research Acceleration Office (RAO) Proposal and Partnership Development
Coordinator: lynn.bruning@colostate.edu
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